                          St. Mary’s Point Q & A:
Q:
How long is the season?
A:
The season runs from October to the second week in March.

Q:
How often will we skate?

A:
 Mites typically skate 2 times per week, Squirts around 3-4 times per week, Peewees around 3-4 times per week, and Bantams 4-5 times per week.

Q:
How many games will we play?

A:
At the mite level you will only play a few times per season (3-10).  This is highlighted by the end of the season mite jamboree held in Stillwater. This level is used for skill development with an emphasis placed on small game drills instead of actual games. Squirts, Peewee’s and Bantam’s all play league schedules within District 2. The squirts are limited to 35 total games and scrimmages, which includes tournaments. Peewee’s and Bantam’s have no limits but are recommended not to exceed a 2 to 1 practice to game ratio.
Q:
How many tournaments can we play in?
A:
 SMP pays for all Squirt, Peewee and Bantam teams to play in two tournaments with the exception of gate fees charged. These gate fees are to be paid for by each team. The Squirts also will participate in our annual outdoor tournament held the last week of January. All Squirt players and parents are expected to volunteer their time and efforts to this tournament. Any additional tournaments should be determined by the parents and coaching staff at your first team meeting after evaluations are completed. 

Q:
Are all of our costs covered by our registration fees?
A:
No. There may be additional costs. These will be covered by your team fees. Team fees will be used for such things as additional tournaments, scrimmage costs, team jackets or jersey’s, etc.

Q:
How can I become a coach?
A:
 To be eligible to coach youth hockey you must be certified through USA Hockey. There are coaching certification classes held every summer/early fall. To find out times and costs of these clinics you may go to the USA Hockey website www.usahockey.org or in Let’s Play Hockey. You may also contact Bob Bohn @ RBohn005@msn.com for help in locating these clinics. Once certification is completed, contact Bob Bohn and express your interest and at which level you want to help out with. Once this is accomplished you may be placed at that level as needed.  Please let Bob know if you have prior playing or coaching experience. All coaches are volunteers and their help is greatly appreciated.
Q:
How are players evaluated?

A:
 Once registration is completed all players are grouped according to their age level defined by USA Hockey guidelines. They will participate in several skating sessions prior to the season starting. These sessions will be overseen by the Director of Hockey, Bob Bohn and the coaching staff.  Mite’s  will be separated by their abilities. We have three separate levels for Mites and they are: Ice Mite for the beginning skaters, C-Mites for the developing players, B-Mites for the more advanced skaters. Squirt’s Peewee’s and Bantams will be evaluated and placed on teams of equal talent level. We will consider all requests to place players on the teams they desire if notified before the evaluation process begins. We are mandated by District 2 to split the Squirt, Peewee and Bantam levels into equal teams when we have two or more teams at any one level. This also may play a part in these decisions. If you are unhappy with the team your child has been placed on you may contact the SMP Director of Hockey to discuss. Please allow for the 24 hour rule. 
Q:
Is SMP recreation hockey?

A:
All mites are considered recreation. All Squirt’s Peewee’s and Bantam’s are registered as C-Traveling and play within District 2.

Q:
Why do we have fundraising?

A:
 With the rising cost of operating a hockey arena, it was decided to use the fund raising money to help with operating costs, repairs and improvements to SMP.  All families are expected to participate in the fund raising process. If you would like to help in planning these events, please contact Gary Thill . gthill@yahoo.com 
